
 

 

Opening Prayer to be said and celebrated on 

Wednesday 7th October – Day 1 of 52. 
 
 

Grant us, oh Lord, 

the same Spirit of fortitude and wisdom as your servant Nehemiah. 

 

As you protected and inspired Nehemiah to build the fortifications of 

Jerusalem in 52 days, 

so enable us to do the same with the wall which protects our parish.  

 

Bless our efforts, O Lord. Send us the resources, the finances, the advice 

and the expertise that we need.  

 

Above all send us your Spirit to help, equip and sustain us. 
 

Now, a time of silence to picture the wall in your prayer. 

 

If you are a family group, join hands – and create your own wall of love and pro-

tection 

 

Then say… 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 

and enkindle in them the fire of your love. 

 

V. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. 

R. And you shall renew the face of the earth. 

 

Let us pray. 

O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, 

did instruct the hearts of the faithful, 

grant us in the same Spirit to be truly wise 

and ever to rejoice in His consolation. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Afterwards, with hands joined, lift them up and shout “Rise Up and Build”. 

 

 

 

 

 

As you know, the wall separating the car park from the High Road is splitting 

and leaning. Repairs are due to begin in November, and will cost £30k. So far 

we have raised £5000. 
 

Using the Book of Nehemiah from the Old Testament as inspiration we are 

going to try and raise our £25,000 in 52 days! Nehemiah was an exiled Jew 

serving the King of Persia. When he heard about the lamentable state of Jerusa-

lem and its temple, he prayed and was inspired to rebuild the nation’s capital 

in 52 days. With the slogan “Rise up and Build” he encouraged every aspect of 

Jewish society (families, priests, businesses and farmers) to pick up building 

materials and restore Jerusalem’s temple and city walls.  
 

We have one wall to restore, and all of us can help! Our challenge is to raise 

and restore our wall in 52 days – starting from Wednesday 7th October.  
 

Inside this leaflet are a number of ways in which you can help. On the last page 

is the prayer we all need to say on Day 1 – Wednesday 7th October.  
 

So, in these Covid days, let us echo the words of  

God’s servant Nehemiah and “Rise up and Build” 



 

 

Buy-a-Brick: 

Help build the wall by sponsoring a brick or a course of bricks.  
If you are a local business you may like to buy a “company” of bricks.  

In sponsoring a brick, your name or that of a loved one will be displayed in church. 
When the campaign is over, all names will be displayed on a banner outside St Mary’s. 
- £10- enables you to sponsor a brick.  
- £20- a marriage of bricks, ideal for those celebrating an engagement or anniversary. 
- £40- perfect for those who wish to buy a few bricks as an early Christmas present.  
- £60- will buy a “bubble or household” of bricks.  
You may like to purchase a “hamper” of bricks which comprises a minimum of two or all 
four of the above options! 
For local businesses 
To sponsor a “company” of bricks a minimum of £100 is required. If you are a business 
and have sponsored a “company of bricks” your name will also be added to a directory 
that will be circulated around the parish. The more “companies” you purchase the big-
ger the advert for your business in church, the St Mary’s banner and parish directory.   
 
To buy a brick, please go to www.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/thewall  
OR place your name and donation in an envelope marked “Buy-a-brick” and post 
through the presbytery door 
 

Split-the-Pot: 
How to enter- 
1. Place £5 in an envelope –  
2. Seal it and write your Name, Telephone number and Split-the-pot on the envelope. 

3. Place the envelope in the sealed box in the church porch or post it through the Pres-

bytery letter box. 

Every 2 weeks we will draw one envelope out of “the pot” and that lucky person will win 

20% of the contents of all the envelopes submitted in those two weeks! The other 80% 

will go towards rebuilding St Mary’s boundary wall.   

The first draw will be held on 17th of October                                              

Enter as many times as you like but put £5 only in each envelope! 

 

 

Halloween Fun Walk: 
Saturday 31st October 2020, 2pm 

Grab your broomsticks and little monsters and join us for a ghoulishly good time!  
St Mary’s Halloween Fun Walk will start in Cherry Tree Woods and embark on a 4.5km 

round trip to Alexandra park and back, along the Parklands Walk.  
Prizes for the best costume and best wall-themed costume will be awarded.  

Those not in costume risk being discretely tutted at.  
 

£5 for Adults  -  Kids go free!  Children must be accompanied by an adult.  
 

In order to keep this event COVID secure and safe, stewards in high vis will direct the 
groups and remind households not to intermingle.  

 
BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW:  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/st-marys-halloween-fun-walk-tickets-122544946233 
 

Track and Trace data will be stored by Eventbrite.  
In the event that London goes into lockdown the event will be postponed. 
Please email Ailish.maroof@gmail.com to volunteer to steward or donate 
high vis jackets.  
 
 

Saturday Night Fever: 
Saturday 28 Nov 2020, 6.30pm-7.30pm 

 

Grab your boogie-woogie dancin’ shoes and flares and let loose with our strictly 
70s big night in. A Lip Sync / karaoke / dance show with 8 acts beamed to your 

living room, including a very special guest appearance! 
If you’ve got what it takes and would like to audition please email  

Helensarahdoran@gmail.com for details. 
Go to www.saintmarys.online for our livestreamed event on 28 Nov. 

All proceeds will go towards rebuilding St Mary’s boundary wall.  

Details on how to donate will follow. 
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